THE  PRODUCTIVE FORCES
clearly a mere superstructure erected on the conditions
of production, a reflection of these conditions in man's
consciousness. We are therefore entitled to say: the
development of the conditions of production is propor-
tionate to that of the forces of production, and along
with them develops the ideological superstructure. At
times and under certain circumstances, this development
proceeds accompanied by terrible convulsions and great
disturbances. Yet, social conditions as well as intellectual
currents and changes may all be traced back to the
extension of man's power over the productive forces of
the earth.
We shall not deny that this idea has the appeal of a
certain simplicity and even grandeur; it reveals man
in his perennial efforts to make the earth and its forces
subservient to his own ends ; it shows how, with man's
constant endeavour to utilise these forces, ever more
complicated social systems arise and ever new thoughts
spring up in men's heads.
One may, however, raise the question whether such
simplifying generalisations in which the immensity of
the real world is condensed into a few short sentences,
the countless facts of history into a few words, do convey
any real knowledge. A still more important question
is whether, in examining the concatenation of events in
history, the formation of institutions and opinions, we
shall find that the theory holds good.
If Marx, instead of using the term " development
of the productive forces ", had spoken of " men's in-
creasing command over the productive forces ", his mode
of expression would have been more in conformity with
the facts, and his followers would have been spared many
mistaken conclusions.
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